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ORDINANCE NO. 53

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR
THE APPOINTMENT OF A C1TV ".'^*

""ELECTRICIAN, AND DEFINING U f tcr
HIS POWERS AM) DfTIES; 
PROVIDING RULES AND REG­ 
ULATIONS COVERING ELEC- 

THE

ranee, who shall issue a license to , with the ordinanres of the City 
such person to engage In such bus- of Torrance as to general require- 

the period of one (1) | ment and with (he National Elec-f,
of twelve months from and trical Code Regulations of the Na- 
the date of Hiich Issuance; ; Uonal Hoard of Fire Underwriters 

said license shall expir> at for electrical wiring and apparatus 
end of said period, unless an ,i ln accordance with all slate 

laws and regulations In reference 
thereto. When any company or 

to assume the 
referred to the

and
the
sooner revoked as hereinafter pro 

TRICAL WORK IN THE CITY' v i<] e(i.
OF TORRANCE; PROVIDING class "A" license shall grant the t corporation desire! 
FOR LICENSES; REGISTRA- holder thereof the right and j.rivl- ! responsibility ahoy
TIONS AND PERMITS FOR lege to carry on nn c | ei-trical con-i plant electrician thereof shall reg- 
PERSONS DOING ELECTRICAL trading business' in the City of j lst er his name wit h the City Clerk
WORK.
Be it Ordain 

Trustees of th 
as follows

Section I. 
by created in 
Torrance the 
trlcian, which
by appointment of the Council 
said City, and the incumbenis of 
such office shall hold their office 
during the pleasure of said Coun­

Torrance for the Instullatioi' of: an d take out a Class B License as 
electrical wires for the tratismis- ! provided in Section Seven h i7-bi 
sion of electric energy for elec-I hereof. Provided, however, that 
trie light, heat, and power, or any! said provisions shall apply to any 
electrical apparatus of whatsoever j of such companies which shall so- i 
nature. Class "B" license shall ' licit business from the general; 
grant the holder thereof the right j public as electrical contractors, or!

electrical 
ding

and privilege to employ a respon­ 
sible man as a plant electrician 
to install electric wires in manu­ 
facturing plants, mercantile estab- i extension c 
lishments, hotel.-,, theaters, etc . for ! Section 9

or
work

structure.
or on

power houses or substations or the

cil, and shall receive such s 
as said Council shall establish. 

Section -. The term "persi 
as used in this ordinance, shall 
deemed to mean and include t

lary light, heat, and power or any elec­ 
trical apparatus of whatsoever na-

"" " ture. PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that 
1)e i the holder of said license or his 

nr~ | employee shall do work only in
porations, associations, partner-1 the location for which the license

was granted and have regularly in 
his employ a person properly qual- 

>di- ifled to perform, in compliance

ships, agents and individuals
Section 3. The term "electrical 

equipment." as used in 
nance shall be deemed to mean and i with the ordinance, rules and reg- 
include all wires, wiring, connec- . ulations of the City of Torrance 
tions. appliances, apparatus and ' thereto pertaining, all electrical 
material used for or in connection ; work done under the authority of 
with the transmission or use of such license. Also a permit must
electricity for light. heat or 
pewer.

The terms "electrical work," at 
 used in this ordinance shall be 
deemed to mean and include the 
installation, construction, mainte 
nance and repair of electrical 
equipment.

Section 4. The City Electrician

and fee paid as inbe taken out ;
 Section 8 (a) of this ordinance.
| (ci The provisions of all or­ 
dinances, "Licensing certain busi­
nesses, occupations callings in

shall have supervision of al 
trical work in and on all

1 elec- 
bui Id-

ings and structures in the City oi 
Torrance.

Section 5. All electrical equip-

the City of Torrance," as the said 
provisions now stand shall be 
deemed to be incorporated in this 
ordinance and shall govern all li­ 
censes issued hereunder.

(d) Any person, regularly li­ 
censed and registered as herein­ 
before provided, who shall lend 
his license or registration to any

ment and electrical work hereafter i other person or shall take out any 
to be installed in or on any build-j permit at the office of the De-
ing and other structures in the 
City of Torrance must be in con­ 
formity with the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters, "National 
Electrical Code," then In force at 
the time the work is done, and in 
conformity with all rules and regu­ 
lations established by the City 
Electrician and then in force, pur­ 
suant to authority vested in the 
City Electrician by Section 6 of 
this ordinance, provided, however, 
that said rules and regulations 

with said 
"National

shall not be in 
Code. A copy

conflict 
of said

partment of Buildings and Inspec­ 
tions under his registered name, 
and shall allow any person not 
regularly licensed and registered to 
do any electrical work under said 
permit, shall in addition to and 
irrespective of any other penalty 
imposed, have his license revoked 
and registration cancelled by the 
Council of the City of Torrance.

Section 8. (a) Before any per­ 
son shall do any electrical work 
in or on any building or struc­ 
ture in the City of Torrance, he 
must obtain from the City Clerk 
a permit to do such work, andElectrical Code" shall be kept on

file in the office of the City Elec- must pay to the City Clerk the
trlcian.

(b) When the meaning of any 
rule in the "National Electrical 
Code" is in dispute, final decision 
as to the correct interpretation 
thereof shall rest with the Inspec-

fees prescribed in Section (13) of 
this ordinance. Said permit shall 
state the kind of work to be done, 
the number of outlets, the num­ 
ber of fixtures, the number, size, 
and full description of all pieces 

tion Department of the Board of I of electrical apparatus, and the lo- 
Fire Underwriters of the Pacific. j cation by street and number of 

Section (i. ('a) The City Elec- j the building or structure in or on
trician is hereby empowered to 
make, establish and enforce, sub­ 
ject to the approval of the Coun­ 
cil, such rules and regulations gov­ 
erning electrical work in the City 
of Torranco as he shall deem nec­ 
essary to properly safeguard life 
and property. A copy of said rules 
and regulations shall be kept on 
file in the office of the City Elec­ 
trician.

(b) Upon the establishment of 
a rule and approval thereof by 
the Council and not less than 
thirty (30) days prior to the en­ 
forcement thereof, the City Elec­
trician 
mailed 
with the Department of Buildings

shall cause to be sent or 
to each person registered

and Inspec 
Jereinaftef

tions >iii the manner 
provided, a copy oS 

such rule wftli the date of its en­ 
forcement marked thereon, pro­ 
vided, however, that failure to re­ 
ceive a copy of any rule shall not j as do not necessitate new wiring 
constitute any defenses whatso-jor alterations to old wiring, anil 
ever against the imposition of a ! such regular repairs as are nec-

which the work is to be done. Such 
permit shall be valid only for the 
work and location stated therein. 
In cases where a building permit 
is necessary, the electrical permit 
must not be issued until after the 
building permit has been issued. 
If the work authorized by such 
permit is not commenced within 
thirty (30) days after the date 
thereof, such permit shall there­ 
upon and thereafter be void. In 
such case before work is com­ 
menced, a new permit shall be ob­ 
tained in like manner as the first

their own system.
As soon as any elec­ 

trical work is ready for inspection, 
the person who has done such 
work shall tile in it.he office of 
City Electrician i request for in- 

City Electrician 
thereupon cause an inspec- 
j he made of said electrical 

If upon inspection, the City

spection. The 
shall

work.
Electrician or his 
resentative shall

authorized 
find that

electrical work has been done, and 
is in conformity with the provis­ 
ions of this ordinance, he sha 
leave a notice at the meter loca­ 
tion stating that said electrical 
work has been "inspected and ac­ 
cepted." If said electrical work 
has not been done or is not in c 
formity with the provisions of thi 
ordinance, he shall leave a 
at the meter location stating that 
the said work has been "inspected 
and condemned." In case the w 
has 
must

iTetrZTcliri,, r^l Masonic Temple-Torrance Lodge, No. 447, F. & A. M. Dedicated to 
work has been found unsat j Masonry, Friday Night, May 18, 1923, by the Grand Lodge of the

State of California.isfactory. i 
Section 10. When any electrical j 

work has been inspected by the i 
City Electrician, and been found 
to conform to the provisions 
this ordinance, and after all
spection fees provided 'for in 
ordinance shall have been paid to 
the City Clerk, the City Electrician
shall thereupon a Certificate

A reception at (i:0(l o'clock in 
F. & A. M. Hall Friday night by 
the ladies of the Eastern Star 
marked the initial entertainment 
at the dedication services at Ma­ 
sonic Temple, when near 300 Mas­ 
ter Masons were seated for dinner 
in the banquet room. Members of
the Torrance Chapter 0. S. had

of Final Inspection certifying that; charge of the 
such electrical work has been in-i tlie setting 
spected and been found to comply 
with all the provisions of this or 
dlnance.

Section 11. The failure on the 
part of any person to correct any 
fault of the commission or oinmis- 
sion in any electrical work in or 
on any building or structure in 
the City of Torrance, after inspec-

chicken dinner, and 
beautiful. The

tion and due notification the
City Electrician, or the failure to 
settle all claims of the Ciy of Tor­ 
rance for Inspection fees, shall be 
deemed sufficient cause for the re­ 
fusal of any further permits until 
such electrical work has been com­ 
pleted or corrected to the satis­ 
faction of the City Electrician, anil j ordinance the 
until such claims have been fully 
paid.

ladies were dressed in white, the 
tables were' decked with banks of 
flowers and the menu served with­ 
out the slightest variation of well- 
laid plans. So great was the crowd 
that it was necessary to clear the 
tables for a second seating of 
guests.

Following the repast the large 
hall was gradually filled with mem­ 
bers and visitors to witness the 
impressive ceremonies of dedica­ 
tion of the new temple to Masonry 
for ages to come.

Grand Senior Warden David .1.

Recse was in charge, with past 
masters assisting in opening the 
grand lodge of the State of Cali­ 
fornia, after winch the usual, cere- 
monies were liestuuvtl upon the lo­ 
cal lodge.

Past Grand M-asier Samuel 
Burke, and Past Grand Orator Will 
Fisher of Los Angelvs were in at­
tendanc 
dresses

gave 
they th«

fact that this was one of the most 
important and most auspicious oc- 

s in the history of the lodge.

present and view the magnificent, 
surroundings to appreciate the full­ 
ness of the praise. The member­ 
ship us well as the building com­ 
mittee were warmly congratulated 
many times upon their accomplish­ 
ment. Over :tO(i were seated in the 
hull.

The completion of the .Masonic

Temple brings to a close many, 
many hours of thoughtful study­ 
ing, planning, and negotiating 
from many angles by the building 
 committee. This committee hus 
been working for two years and it 
has meant much time given at 
night and during business hours, 
consulting with each other over 
plans, ways and means, overcom­ 
ing obstacles that occasionally 
came up for solution. The com­ 
mittee must he congratulated upon 
its unison of action, its efficiency, 
which culminated Friday night 
when they presented a magnifi­ 
cent hall, magnificently planned, 
magnificently furnished.

R. R. Sm'its, president,
Paul Dynes, secretary.
G. W. Towne, treasurer.
G. W. Neill.
W. A. Renn.
The above were re-elected as di­ 

rectors at a meeting last Monday 
night.

equipment in or about said build

Section 12. (a.) No person

ing or structure, is found not Ii 
conform to the provisions of I hi 

City Electrician
shall forthwith mail written notice 
thereof to the owner of the prem- 

the person doing the 
work, said notice being

If .« 
not

shall use, or cause or permit to be ises or to 
used, any electric current in or ; electrical 
through any electrical equipment i addressed to the premises. 
in or on any building or struc- 1 electrical equipment shall 
ture in the City of Torrance until i niade to conform to the 'provision 
the Certificate of Final Inspection i of this ordinance within five (H 
for the said electrical work has ' days after the mailing of said no- 
been issued by the City Electrician. 

(b) No person furnishing elec­ 
trical current for any purpose 
shall connect his distributing sys­ 
tem with any electrical equipment

and the same fees shall be paid asiin or on any building or structure 
are specified in Section Thirteen: in the City of Torrance withput
(13) of this ordinance. having first received written per-

(b) The following work shall mission from the City Electrician

tice, the City Electrician is. here­ 
by empowered to disconnect such 
electrical equipment from its 
source of current supply. Such 
equipment must not be used again 
until it has been repaired to the 
satisfaction of the City Electrician, 

(b) The City Electrician must 
notify in writing the person sup-

not be deemed to be electrical'to furnish current for said elec- i plying electric energy to such de- 
work necessitating a permit with- tricul equipment, as provided in j fectlve equipment of the disconnec- 
in the meaning of this ordinance: | Section Nine (9). i tion of the same, and after such 
such necessary repairs to eleclric | (c) Before the Certificate of [ notice it shall be unlawful for
motors, generators or appliances

penalty for the violation of such 
rule.

(c) in the matter of the In­ 
terpretation of rules and regula-

essary for the proper maintenance 
of electric irons, beaters, sockets 
or switch parts. But nothing 
herein contained shall be con-

tions made and established by the strued to relieve any person from
City Electrician and approved by the necessity of obtaining a per-
the City Council, the decision of mil before altering, repairing or

Final Inspection Is issued the City person to provide electric energy
Electrician may give permission to I tor su« h electrical equipment until
furnish or use electricity through 
any electrical equipment in or on 
any building or structure in the 
City of Torrance for a period not j 
exceeding thirty (30) days, if in 
his opinion, such electrical equip­ 
ment is in such condition that cur­ 
rent may be safely used therein 
and there exists an urgent mici.'H-

Sectlon 14. (u) 
ig any permit for

the City Electrician shutr1 b«" linul. J adding 
Section 7. (u) Before any per- . wiring

any inside 
fixtures, or

electrical I sity for such 
Installing | Section 13. (u) While elec-!

son shall engage in the business of motors or other electrical appara- ' trical work is being done prior to 
installation of electrical work in i tus in new locations, or before do- ! the Issuance of a Certificate of 
or on any 'building or structure In; ing any other electrical work. , Final Inspection or at any time 
the City of Torrance, he must pro- | (c) The provisions of this or- ] when complaint has been filed in 
euro a license from the said C'lty dtnance, excepting those of Sec- the office of thy. City Electrician

notified to do KO by I lie City Eh 
trlclau.

Before issu- 
any electrical 

work in the City of Torrunce, the 
City Clerk shall charge and col­ 
lect from the person applying for 
such permit the following fees, io- 
wil:

FEES FOR/ ORDINARY
INSPECTIONS

Minimum fee for one single 
Inspection, 5 outlets or plugs

or

so to do, and pay the license tux lions Twelve (IL'l, Thirteen b that any electrical equipment
hereby imposed on such business, : I 13-b) and Seventeen (17) here-| defective, the City Electrician
and must register his name and " ' '
place of business in the office of
the City Clerk and make and tile to any of the following companies, j the City of Torrunce for the pur-
therein his affidavit .that tmch j do nut apply to power uud light-: pose of Inspecting the electrical
name and place of business. :is reK-jing companies, telephone or tele- equipment In or about said bulld-

under______$
5 outlets or 

s, and under
is! 20 lump outlets, plugs or fix­ 

tures, for each    job___ __..__ 1

or fixtures and
All Jobs over

plugs, or fixture

uf and excepting such other .pro- his authorized representative muy 
visions as make express reference, enter any building or structure in

Istered are correctly stated.
(b) The licenses shall 

graded and known as Class 
and Class "U." The license

All jobs over 20 outlets, 
plugs or fixtures, $1.50 for the 
first 20 lamp outlets, plugs 
or fixtures and live (5) cents 
for each additional lamp out

graph companies, electric railways Ing or structure, provided, that i let, plug or fixture,
be! or any company operating under such entry bo made at seasonable i Outline lighting, border

regular franchise granted by the hours, and provided also, that the'lights and footlights, includ-
"A" 

tax
hereinbefore prescribed shall be
three dollars (|3.00) 
for Clans "A" und

per quarter 
one dollar

(11.00) per year for Class "B," 
payable In advance to the License 
Collector of the said City of Tor-'and maintained

City of Torrunce, or any manufuc-] occupant of said building or struc- i"B outlets 
luring or mercantile plant, hotel, , ture be first shown reasonable evl- circuit _ ,
theatre, etc. having in their em- • de"n"ce of the identity and authority i For 
ploy un elec'ricul engineer whose of the City Electric-fun or his uu- other

each arc light 
installation for

( with 
which

duty it is to see that all electrical thori.ed representative seeking to fee Is chargeable^
installations arc propertly made make such entry, 

iii accordance tion, any purt i
n insptx:- 
electrical

For each rectifier charging 
utfit -..----,-.-......_.,....

For each elec

For each elei 

range or heate 

Watts _--___-_
For each muli 

and under wher 

one motor will b 
the same time -___

For one motor of 
than 1 H. P. .single

For each motor over 1, 
and mil more than :! H. P.__

For each motor over 3, 
and not more than S H. !'. 

For each inotor^ over 
and not more than 13 II.

For each motor over 10 
H. P. ----_---_---_--_.... 2.50

For each generator of more 
than three Kilowatt and not 
more than 8 Kilowatt ______ l.no

For each generator ot more 
than, 1 Kilowatt and not more 
than U Kilowatt... _________ i.oo

For each generator of more 
ight Kilowatt *and not

15 Kilowatt-.- ___ _,00

than 
more than

For each generator over IT,
Kilowatt -___-_------___-_. _.f,0

( It i Where wiring and fixtures
can be in.ipected at the same time
they will I 

Section
wiring

.trucling or iiiMulliiig any elec­ 
trical equipment for damages to 
life or properly caused by any de- 

uor shut) lhe City 
any agent thereof, 

inning any liability 
.  inspection required

 t therein 
Torrunce 
held as 
reason -of

rein.
Section Hi.

of the Cily
ionoys receiv
>n.s of thi.s

Treasury of
Section I ',

ordinance shall ue deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor and upon con­ 
viction thereof shall be punished 
by a fine of not less than ten (101 
dollars and not more than one 
hundred (100) dollars^ The judg­ 
ment imposing such fine may pro­ 
vide for its collection by impris­ 
onment in the County Jail of Los 
Angeles County until such fine hus 
been paid at the rate. In the man­ 
ner, and for the time provided by 
law.

Section 18. The City Clerk 
shall certify to the adoption of 
the foregoing ordinance and shall 
cause the same to be published 
once in the Torrance Herald, a 
weekly newspaper printed, pub­ 
lished, and circulated in the City 
of Torrance and hereby designated 
for thut purpose, and thereupon 
and thereafter this ordinance shall 
lie in full force and effect. 
ORD 53  GAL FIVE

Approved this 15th day of May, 
19.;).

W. H. GILBERT,
President of Board of Trustees. 

Attest:

ALBERT H. BARTLETT,
City Clerk. 

State of California, 
County of Los Angeles, SB.

1, Albert II. Bartlott, City Clerk 
of the City of Torrance, do hereby 

thai the foregoing ordi­ 
was duly and regularly 

and adopted by the Board 
of Trustees of the City of Torranc.- 
at a regular meeting of said Board 
lield on the 15th day of May, 1923, 
I'y the following vote:

AY10S: Trustees Nash, Proctor, 
l-'ilzhugh and Gilbert. >>

NOES: None.
ABSENT. Trustee Stone.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I 

nave, hereunto set 
lhe official seal of 
IGth (| U y of Muy , 9
(Soul)

ALBERT

my hand and 
said City Ibis

H. HARTLETT, 
City Clerk.

Here's a beauty secret' for woui- 
'  Never start a fight with the 
«er woman if her finger nails are 
u«er than yours.

A bent front axle, no matter 
not only causes poor.x I steering, but will soon prematurely 

1 wear the tread of both frout Urea.


